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Response to Amendment 



1. This action is in response to the request for continued examination (RCE) filed on 
03/11/2005. 

Quotations of U.S. Code Title 35 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. Claims 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 

5,133,052 ("Bier"). 

Regarding claims 16, 18 and 20 

Bier teaches automatically constructing multiple identical or modified instances of complex 
shapes based on a single simple shape, employing a computing system having graphic display 
means, data entry means, data processing means and a memory, comprising: 

- entering and storing said complex shapes into said computing system (col. 6 lines 40-44, 
"In the replace pane 24, four line ... of the triangle 31" Examiner interprets that the four 
line segments 32 are the complex shapes entered into the system); 

- entering and storing shape translation data into said computing system (col 6 lines 38-40, 
"Next, one edge of the triangle 31 ... into the search pane 23" Examiner interprets that 
the search segment 33 as the shape translation data in which the replacement shape 32 
uses for construction (see col 6 lines 44-48) ); 

- entering and storing said single simple shape a single time into said computing system 
(col. 6 lines 36-38, "To accomplish that, an equilateral ... as shown in FIG. 4A" 
Examiner interprets that the initial triangle 31 is the simple shape entered a single time 
into the system); 

- computing said multiple instances of complex shapes based on the parameters of said 
single simple shape (col. 6 lines 50-62, "Now to recursively construct such ... four- 
segment paths to produce FIG. 4C" Examiner interprets that the recursive construction of 
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the four-segment paths to create the snow/lake based on the parameter of the single 
triangle 31 is the multiple instances of the complex shapes) ; and 
displaying said multiple instances of complex shapes on said monitor (see FIG. 4C). 
Regarding claims 17, 19 and 21 

Bier teaches automatically offsetting said multiple instances of complex shapes from each other 
based on said parameters of said single simple shapes (col 6 lines 50-62, "Now to recursively 
construct such . . . four-segment paths to produce FIG. 4C" Examiner interprets that the four- 
segment paths are automatically offsetting based on the parameter of the single triangle 31 to 
create the snow/lake). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to examiner Thomas Pham\ whose telephone number is (571) 272-3689, Monday - Thursday 
from 6:30 AM - 5:00 PM EST or contact Supervisor Mr. Anthony Knight at (571) 272-3687. 

Any response to this office action should be mailed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria VA 22313-1450. Responses may also be faxed to the official fax 
number (703) 872- 9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3600 



April 1,2005 



